September 22, 2015

ADRA’S POSITION ON
THE REFUGEE CRISIS IN EUROPE

With thousands of refugees arriving in

Europe every day, we recognize that new
difficulties are being identified, and tensions are
growing. We call for a political solution to the
problems facing displaced families—our leaders
must act on their responsibilities and make
necessary decisions to protect all involved.
At the same time, we appeal to the local
population to treat refugees in their communities
as they would like to be treated themselves. The
strain of this crisis on everyone is clearly evident,
but the world is watching vulnerable families
being protested against, abused, and exploited.
Making the human rights of refugees a priority,
politicians and citizens alike must recognize
that the treatment of displaced persons should
not be defined by the physical borders they
are forced to cross, nor by the religious and
cultural identities each carries with them.
With up to 84% of displaced people within
this crisis originating in major refugeeproducing countries (UNHCR, 2015), this
is a refugee crisis, and it must be treated as
such. We expect the people of Europe, our
governments, and organizations to respect the
humanity of each person and to treat them
with dignity. We expect humane treatment,
hygienic and safe facilities, medical attention
as needed, and basic human rights respected.

We ask to see a growing prioritization of
providing refugees with not just food and
shelter, but also language assistance, mediation
and communication with institutions, access to
available services, and psychosocial support.
Another critical element for the care of those
in the middle of this growing emergency is
protection. The physical strain of displacement
is nothing compared to the distress that
many of these vulnerable people are facing.
Government policies and officials must prioritize
safety and set the example for treatment.
When refugees are denied their basic rights,
they are not the only ones to pay a price. The
world’s eyes are on Europe right now, but this is
a global crisis, and every decision faces intense
scrutiny. Respecting human rights and acting
with compassion sends a clear message of strength
during this complicated and fragile situation.
ADRA stands united for the protection and
rights of refugees. We recognize the humanity
within this crisis, as well as the value of each
individual involved. We are dedicated to lessening
the impact of an overwhelming and unbearable
situation on as many men, women, and children
as we can. We urge you to do everything in
your power to protect the rights and enforce the
protection of the refugees within your borders.
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With thousands of refugees arriving in Europe every day, we recognize that new difficulties are being
identified, and tensions are growing. We call for a political solution to the problems facing displaced
families—our leaders must act on their responsibilities and make necessary decisions to protect all involved.
At the same time, we appeal to the local population to treat refugees in their communities as they would
like to be treated themselves. The strain of this crisis on everyone is clearly evident, but the world is watching
vulnerable families being protested against, abused, and exploited.
Making the human rights of refugees a priority, politicians and citizens alike must recognize that the
treatment of displaced persons should not be defined by the physical borders they are forced to cross, nor by
the religious and cultural identities each carries with them.
With up to 84% of displaced people within this crisis originating in major refugee-producing countries
(UNHCR, 2015), this is a refugee crisis, and it must be treated as such. We expect the people of Europe,
our governments, and organizations to respect the humanity of each person and to treat them with
dignity. We expect humane treatment, hygienic and safe facilities, medical attention as needed, and basic
human rights respected.
We ask to see a growing prioritization of providing refugees with not just food and shelter, but also
language assistance, mediation and communication with institutions, access to available services, and
psychosocial support.
Another critical element for the care of those in the middle of this growing emergency is protection. The
physical strain of displacement is nothing compared to the distress that many of these vulnerable people are
facing. Government policies and officials must prioritize safety and set the example for treatment.
When refugees are denied their basic rights, they are not the only ones to pay a price. The world’s eyes
are on Europe right now, but this is a global crisis, and every decision faces intense scrutiny. Respecting
human rights and acting with compassion sends a clear message of strength during this complicated and
fragile situation.
ADRA stands united for the protection and rights of refugees. We recognize the humanity within this crisis,
as well as the value of each individual involved. We are dedicated to lessening the impact of an overwhelming
and unbearable situation on as many men, women, and children as we can. We urge you to do everything in
your power to protect the rights and enforce the protection of the refugees within your borders.
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